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and careful selection of seed. Nor are they encouraged by the
system of tenure which prevails. In many cases they are allowed
to hold their land only for a few years ; after several crops of grain
have been obtained from it they must sow it with alfalfa and return
it to the large proprietor from whom it has been rented.
Maize, which has also made considerable progress within recent
years, is grown chiefly to the east of the wheat region, on the rich
black loams to the west of the Parana, where the rainfall is heavier
than farther west (30 to 40 inches), and cultivation easier than in
the north. In the years 1936-38, the area under this crop averaged
over 10,000,000 acres, the greater part of it lying in the north-west
of Buenos Aires, southern Santa Fe, and eastern Cordoba. Part of
the product is used for feeding stock and the remainder is exported.
Flax is grown for its seed in the same region as maize, but it does
not occupy much more than half the area taken up by that cereal,
Argentina is of flax-seed, as of maize,, the largest exporter in the
world.
Improved methods in breeding and in raising cattle, the
increasing demand from foreign countries for meat, and the develop-
ment ol communications, including t he use of refrigerating apparatus,
have entirely altered the character of the stock-raising industry of
the Argentine, and cattle are no longer reared for their hides and
tallow alone. Of the 33,000,000, or thereabouts, in the Republic,
more than three-fourths are found in this region, where climatic
conditions allow them to live out of doors throughout the year,
The carrying capacity of the land has been considerably raised,
either by sowing alfalfa, the roots of which draw moisture from the
subsoil, or by steady grazing, which has the effect of greatly improv-
ing the Parnpa grasses. The native cattle have also been much
improved within recent years by a careful and liberal importation
by the Government of prize animals selected from the best of the
British, breeds, such as shorthorns and Hcrcforcls, The prepara-
tion for export of meat and hides, and the manufacture of various
extracts of beef, are among the most important pursuits based upon
the stock-raising industry, but a beginning has also been made in
scientific dairying, and considerable quantities of butter are ex-
ported. The latter industry finds its most favourable environment
in the east of the province of Buenos Aires, where on account of
bad drainage, agriculture is' still impossible, and where dry uplands